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Building on previous research on urban bathing as a spatial practice, this contribution examines 
fountain bathing through observations conducted during the Brunnen Gehn Tour 2025, to which I was 
invited as a researcher to accompany and observe the process. Developed by the Basel-based design 
collective Hotel Regina, the twenty-day tour travelled across the Canton of Zurich, temporarily 
transforming ten public fountains into collective bathing spaces. The entire infrastructure required for 
the interventions (including the wood-fired heating system, changing room, reception module and 
other materials) was transported by bicycle in a custom-made trailer. At each stop, the fountain water 
was heated and a bathing ritual was constructed through a series of spatial, material and social 
interventions. Yet, despite travelling with the same equipment and following a shared framework, no 
two bathing situations were the same. Moving between Zurich, suburban areas and small villages, each 
intervention responded to a different fountain, spatial configuration, community, and local network of 
collaborators. Rather than approaching the fountain as a predefined bathing space, this paper asks how 
it becomes one. Through situated observation, it examines how bodies, water, heat, movement, 
material interventions, ritual and social interaction temporarily redefine existing public infrastructure. 
The travelling nature of the project makes these differences particularly visible, revealing fountain 
bathing not as a reproducible spatial model but as a situated process of spatial production. Learning 
from the Brunnen Gehn Tour 2025, the paper proposes fountain bathing as a performative, relational 
and site-responsive spatial practice, while reflecting on public space, pleasure, collective use and water 
as a common resource. 
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